
 

 

 

Rigaku Acquires Life Science Imaging Equipment Manufacturer MILabs 
Full-Scale Entry into the Global Life Sciences Business 

 

Rigaku Corporation (Headquarters: Akishima-shi, Tokyo; President: Toshiyuki Ikeda; 

"Rigaku"), a leading manufacturer of X-ray analysis equipment, has acquired all issued 

shares of MILabs B.V. (Headquarters: Houten, The Netherlands; CEO and CSO: Dr. Frederik 

Beekman; “MILabs”) on August 2, 2021, as part of their full-scale effort to enter the life 

sciences business. 

 

Through this acquisition, Rigaku will expand its life sciences modality business globally by 

combining MILabs’ multi-modality businesses, including PET (Positron Emission 

Tomography), SPECT (Single Photon Emission Computed Tomography), Optical Imaging, 

and CT (Computed Tomography) equipment for animals, with Rigaku's original X-ray imaging 

business for animals. 

 

Founded in 2006, MILabs has provided high-performance SPECT and PET equipment with 

higher efficiency and accuracy than conventional alternatives and unique capabilities to 

image nuclear therapeutics and multiple tracers simultaneously. This leverages the 

company’s proprietary collimation and data acquisition technologies developed by Dr. 

Frederik Beekman and his colleagues. Furthermore, MILabs has developed a unique multi-

modal system that enables fully integrated high performance X-ray CT, PET, SPECT, and 

Optical Imaging, which addresses customer needs in terms of flexibility at lower costs. The 

company has experienced rapid growth in sales across various imaging modalities over the 

last few years. 

 

Rigaku has played a leading role in supporting the advancement of science, technology, and 

related industries, alongside universities, research institutions, and major industry players 

across the globe. The company’s business areas include nanotechnology and new materials, 

resources, energy, and environment, semiconductors and electronic materials, and life 

sciences, for which Rigaku has accumulated vast knowledge and technologies over the last 

70 years. Rigaku received investment from Carlyle Group’s fund in 2021, and is currently 

expanding through aggressive investments in growth areas. Through this acquisition, Rigaku 

aims to strengthen its pre-clinical imaging business within the life sciences field by 

incorporating MILabs’ radiation imaging and optical imaging technologies, a new initiative for 

Rigaku, while simultaneously building its existing X-ray imaging business. 

 

Rigaku believes that pre-clinical imaging will become increasingly important in the life 

sciences field. As innovative technologies such as gene editing are developed, it will become 

necessary to verify the effects and functions of edited genes through In-Vivo analysis, for 



 

 

which pre-clinical imaging is expected to contribute greatly. Furthermore, in the field of drug 

discovery, it is necessary to observe how drug candidates behave In-Vivo in the development 

stage, and pre-clinical imaging is expected to greatly contribute to the elucidation of the drug 

efficacy mechanism. 

 

Through this acquisition, Rigaku will strengthen MILabs’ sales capabilities by leveraging 

Rigaku's sales network, and by utilizing Rigaku's global service network, the two companies 

will be able to deliver even better service to customers. Furthermore, the two 

companies will also promote joint development of new products by combining MILabs’ 

technologies in radiation detection and add-on platform system design with Rigaku’s X-ray 

design technology. 

 

Dr. Frederik Beekman, Founder, CEO, CSO of MILabs, commented: 

“We are very excited with the acquisition of MILabs by Rigaku as it will further drive our unique 

product offerings worldwide and accelerate our pace of innovation, reaching more biomedical 

researchers, doctors, and patients that will benefit from our imaging technologies” 

 

Toshiyuki Ikeda, President and CEO of Rigaku, commented: 

“Through this acquisition of MILabs, we expect synergies with Rigaku’s core X-ray related 

business, which will promote the company’s new initiative to expand into the life sciences 

field. We are confident that MILabs' unique products will significantly accelerate life sciences 

research related to pre-clinical imaging at universities, hospitals, and pharmaceutical 

companies. Furthermore, we also hope to contribute to society at large by providing 

equipment and systems necessary for developing new testing methods and therapeutic 

agents. We believe these are essential for the pursuit of better QOL (Quality of Life) among 

aging population and for tackling the rise of new infectious diseases.” 

 

Takaomi Tomioka, Deputy Head of Carlyle Japan, commented: 

“While it has only been four months since we completed our investment into Rigaku back in 

March of this year, I believe we have achieved a very significant strategic acquisition for the 

company. The expansion into the life sciences field is one of the most important initiatives 

within Rigaku’s growth strategy, and I am confident that the acquisition of MILabs is a 

meaningful first step towards achieving our long-term goals.” 

 

Rigaku will actively enter the life science market and aim to develop this field as one of its 
core businesses by 2025. 
  



 

 

About Rigaku Co., Ltd. 
Since its foundation in 1951, Rigaku Co., Ltd. has provided leading-edge analytical and 
industrial equipment with X- ray and thermal analysis as its core technologies. Today, based 
not only in Japan, but also in the United States, Europe, China and other parts of the world, 
the Rigaku Group plays an advanced role in the fields of general-purpose X- ray diffraction 
(XRD), thin film analysis (XRF, XRD, XRR), X-ray fluorescence analysis 
(TXRF, EDXRF, WDXRF), small-angle X-ray scattering analysis (SAXS), protein and low 
molecular X-ray crystal structure analysis, Raman spectroscopy, X-ray optical elements, 
semiconductor inspection (TXRF, XRF, XRD, XRR), X-ray generators, CT scans, non-
destructive inspections, and thermal analysis. By leveraging its extensive knowledge of X-
rays and related technologies, Rigaku has built collaborative relationships with customers 
and promoted partnerships, communication, and innovation globally through academic 
societies and industries. Rigaku will continue to provide integrated solutions for a wide variety 
of fields, including protein structure analysis, nanotechnology development, general-
purpose X-ray diffraction (XRD), X-ray fluorescence analysis (XRF), material analysis, and 
quality assurance. 
 
For more information, please visit japan.rigaku.com/ja. 
 
About MILabs B.V. 
Since its foundation in 2006, MILabs has provided leading-edge In-Vivo imaging devices with 
the development of novel PET, SPECT, CT, and Optical Tomography technologies. MILabs’ 
devices have been installed worldwide at universities, CROs, and pharmaceutical companies. 
 
MILabs’ U-SPECT delivers sub-quarter-mm resolution images of radiolabeled tracers. 
MILabs’ VECTor enables sub-mm PET, simultaneously with SPECT imaging. In 2015, 
MILabs launched micro-CT with outstanding performance, available as integrated modules 
in multi-modal systems. More recently, MILabs launched 3D automated and various Optical 
2D and 3D modules. In addition, a clinical SPECT scanner (G-SPECT) with unmatched 
performance is currently under development. 
 
MILabs’ single and multi-modal systems are built in more than 15 different base 
configurations to best meet the researcher’s application needs, offering exceptional 
performance and cost-effectiveness. Whether offered as stand-alone units or in multi-modal 
configurations, MILabs is truly pushing the performance limits in terms of image quality and 
In-Vivo imaging functionality. Imaging with an MILabs system is guided by a simple, intuitive 
and user-friendly operation to ensure highly efficient workflows. 
 
For more information, please visit www.milabs.com 


